
Route 20 In Wayland 
History and recreation on our 
stretch of America’s longest road 



 



Bryan Farr 

- A primary researcher of Route 20 
history 

 

- Founder and President of The 
Historic US Route 20 Association 

 

- Author of “Historic US Route 20: A 
Journey Across America’s Longest 
Highway” 

 



Making an Icon 

 
- “Get ready for an onslaught of 

Historic Route 20 T-shirts.” 
Wayland should take advantage 
of its position on Route 20  
 

- Route 20’s extensive history and 
importance makes it a candidate 
for historic highway status 
 
 

- Local businesses will take this 
opportunity to utilize the 
benefits that attention 
surrounding Route 20 can offer 



History of Route 20 

- Route 20 travels the entire length of 
the country 

 

- Originally designed by Ben Franklin 

 

- Many other towns have decided to 
capitalize on showcasing this historic 
road 

 

- The history of route 20 is under 
represented in Eastern MA 

 

- Many residents are unaware that 
they live near America’s longest road 

 

- A cohesive theme along Route 20 
would showcase Wayland’s history 
and tie the area together 

 

  





George Washington Memorial 

Highway and Knox Trail 

- Route 20 in Wayland was an 
important component of some of the 
town’s most prominent historical 
events 

 

- George Washington himself passed 
through Wayland on Route 20 

 

- All we have to remember this 
important event is a small marker in 
front of the First Parish Church 

 

- Henry Knox brought cannons 
through Wayland during the 
Revolutionary War  

  



America’s Longest 

Continuous Road 

 

- Route 20 connects the entire 
country, 3365 continuous miles  

 

- Connects Wayland directly to every 
state in its path 

 

 

- Original final destination was 
Yellowstone National Park, but was 
extended in 1940 

 

 

 

 



Route 20 Connects Wayland to 

important scenic destinations 

- Route 20 takes us to many scenic 
areas 

 

- Adirondack Mountains  

 

- Indiana Dunes National Seashore 

 

- Agote Fossil Beds National 
Monument 

 

- Yellowstone National Park 

 

- Route 20 connects many of our 
nation’s most culturally significant 
locations  

 

 

 



Merchandise and Potential 

Use of Our Town History 

- Many other areas have capitalized on 
Route 20’s significant history 

 

- Many Wayland residents are 
unaware of the rich history on Route 
20 

 

- Other towns along this historic path 
have museums, visitor centers, 
merchandise 

 

- Wayland should incorporate its 
Route 20 history into the area and 
increase awareness in the town 

 

 









The Future of Route 20 In Wayland 



East Coast Greenway 

  - Stretches 3000 miles from 
Northern Maine down to the 
Florida Keys 

 

- Covers the entirety of the East 
Coast 

 

- Passes through Wayland in the 
Route 20 area 

 

- Longest walking and biking 
route in America 



Bay Circuit Trail 

 - The Bay Circuit Trail connects 
Plum Island to Duxbury with 
200 miles of biking 
opportunities 

 

- Passes through Wayland in the 
Route 20 area 

 

- Gives Wayland residents 
access to explore the entire 
Eastern portion of the state 



Mass Central Rail Trail 

  - Bike trail in progress that runs 
along the old railway which cut 
through the middle of the state 

 

- Runs through the center of the 
town, which will provide 
Wayland bikers with easy 
East-West  biking 
opportunities 

 

- Connects with the Bay Circuit 
Trail and the East Coast 
Greenway all in Wayland on 
Route 20 



Cow Commons  

  

- 72 acres of public land 

 

- There is a proposed trail to 
connect the Town Center to 
Cow Commons 

 

- Cow Commons features open 
grasslands for walking and 
wildlife observation 

 

- Cow Commons contains a 
community garden with 342 
individual plots for Wayland 
residents 

 

- This is a popular birdwatching 
site, notably for the American 
Woodcock 

 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Brian Harris 



Great Meadows 

  - National Wildlife Refuge  
located on the Sudbury River 

 

- Activities available to visitors 
include hunting, fishing, 
kayaking, and wildlife viewing 

 

- 12 miles of wetlands 
conservation on the Sudbury and 
Concord Rivers stretching from 
Billerica to Wayland 

Photo courtesy of Brian Harris 



Heard Pond 

  - Ample public access for a 
hidden gem in Wayland 

 

- Activities include walking, 
biking, canoeing, kayaking, 
and birdwatching  

 

- Heard Pond is very close to the 
Town Center, but is still 
surrounded by large amounts 
of protected land 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Brian Harris 



 

Heard Farm 

  - 85 acre park located at the end 
of Heard Road near Route 20 

 

- The park has acres of old 
orchards with apple and pear 
trees 

 

- Heard Farm is a great place for 
walking, taking your dog, and 
enjoying the day 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Brian Harris 



Sedge Meadow 

  - Large conservation area 
bordering the Great Meadows 
National Wildlife Refuge, just 
North of Cow Commons 

 

- The Bay Circuit Trail runs all 
the way through the meadow 
from Route 20  

 

- The expansive area is 
accessible off of Moore Road  

 Photo courtesy of Seth Curtin 



Brian Harris 

Brian Harris is the Land Manager for the Wayland Conservation Department 
and an avid photographer with particular interest in local landscapes.  

 

If you have interest in his work, he can be reached at bharris@wayland.ma.us. 


